
CEI’s Politically Correct Periodic Table of the Elements
With today’s abundance of toxic scares, it seems as if some folks would love to cleanse the Periodic Table of certain offending elements. 

If civilization is impossible without those elements—well, that’s just too bad, isn’t it? 
And if some elements are politically incorrect (X), then certain others must be especially correct. ( )
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Hydrogen: Tomorrow’s fuel,
financed by today’s taxes.

Lead: The reason for our
children’s falling grades. 
At least that’s what the 
teachers’ unions claim.

Uranium: Energy this 
plentiful can’t be legal. 

Francium: Soon to be
renamed Freedomium. 

Sodium: The universal
nutritional no-no. 

Tungsten: Incredibly 
useful, but the Left sneers 
at anything with a W in it. 

Nitrogen: Simply too 
useful as a fertilizer. More
food means more people.

Carbon: The basis of life, not 
to mention global warming

alarmism. Need we say more?

Silicon: Breast implants,
Silicon Valley, the stock

market bubble 
—sooooo 1990s.

Arsenic: More lethal 
politically than physically,  
as EPA found out when it

tried to reassess the arsenic
drinking water standard.

Radon: Terror in the
basement. If radon 

could be blamed on
some industry, it 

would be really big.

Chlorine: Blamed for 
everything from falling sperm
counts to five-legged frogs.
Eliminating chlorination can

cause cholera epidemics, as in
Peru in the 1990s, so maybe 
the population control crowd

sees an opening here.

Fluorine: In the 1950s,
only the John Birch Society
attacked fluoridation.  Now,

with environmentalists
attacking it, those seem like

the good old days.

Lithium: The original
feel-good element.

Californium: The 
home state of political 

correctness.

Oxygen: The standard
of purity.  Pure oxygen
can be lethal, but let’s 

not get hung up on 
technicalities.


